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present. He was born January 15, 1944, in
Chicago, IL. Mr. Brook is married and re-

sides in Vienna, VA.

Nomination of John H. Miller To Be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Building Sciences
June 24, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate John H. Miller, of Con-
necticut, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Institute of Build-
ing Sciences for the term expiring Septem-
ber 7, 1992, and for a term expiring Sep-
tember 7, 1995. He would succeed Fred
E. Hummel.

Since 1957, Mr. Miller has served with

the firm of Close, Jensen and Miller in
Wethersfield, CT, as partner, 1957–75, and
president, 1975–present.

Mr. Miller graduated from Trinity Col-
lege (B.S., 1952) and Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute (B.S.C.E., 1953). He was
born September 11, 1930, in New Britain,
CT. Mr. Miller is married, has three chil-
dren, and resides in Wethersfield, CT.

Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion on Education Reform
June 25, 1992

The President. Good morning, everyone,
and welcome. Excuse me for keeping you
all waiting. But what we want to do here
is talk about choice in education. I remem-
ber the GI bill working so well. It did noth-
ing but make the colleges better. It’s our
theory that choice, at the level that we’re
going to talk about it today, can do nothing
but make things better. But here’s the firing
line; here are people from the Governor on
down right to the very most important level,
Tommy, yours and mine, is the family level.
So I’ve been interested in this since the
first—one of the early meetings we had in
1989 was on school choice. I think it’s an
idea whose time has come.

But what I wanted to do today is, just
before we go out and announce this ‘‘GI
bill’’ for lower levels of education, perhaps
the most important levels of education, is
to hear from you all. Lamar Alexander has
been our point man. This fits beautifully
into a program we call America 2000, which
encourages innovation at the local, the fam-
ily, the State level. What I’ve heard about—
and since I remember talking to some of
you all about this when I was in Milwau-

kee—but what I’ve heard about is the enor-
mous success it’s been. So what I wanted
to do is to not put all of you on the spot
with all this attention but literally, in an
unstructured way, hear from the families.

Lamar, before I turn quickly to the Gov-
ernor, do you want to say anything?

Secretary Alexander. Well, only this, Mr.
President.

The President. Our Secretary of Edu-
cation.

Secretary Alexander. I think Milwaukee
has the opportunity to be the pioneer here
because you have a bipartisan group in the
State government who have used State
funds to give middle- and low-income, or
give low-income families more choices of
the schools wealthier people have. Now
you’ve got private business stepping up and
expanding those choices to include religious
schools. Then your ‘‘GI bill’’ for kids proposal
would put the Federal Government into the
action, and if Milwaukee wants to, give
Milwaukee about $72 million. That would
be a $1,000 scholarship for that many chil-
dren, as long as they could spend it at any
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school. So all of that money could go to the
public schools if the public schools can at-
tract the children, or the families would
have the absolute choice to take the money,
tell private schools to meet the needs of
children.

I think I’ll stop there because I think the
parents here and the teachers and the

school principals and school leaders are the
ones who know how this works, and I’d
rather hear from them.

Note: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Tommy
Thompson of Wisconsin.

Remarks Announcing Proposed Legislation To Establish a ‘‘GI Bill’’
for Children
June 25, 1992

Welcome, all. Hey, we’re glad you guys
are here. Welcome, welcome, and please be
seated. All you kids, welcome to the South
Lawn of the White House. And to the Vice
President and Mrs. Quayle and Secretary
Alexander, a warm welcome. A particularly
warm welcome to the Members of Con-
gress, both House and Senate, that are with
us today. Welcome to all of you, our very
special guests, on this special occasion.

I have just come from a working session
in the White House, working with some of
the great experts on school choice. The par-
ents, I think, made the most significant con-
tribution to our working session because
their dreams for their kids are the same
dreams that all of us have. They want their
kids to have a first-class education. They
know from practical experience that a good
education is absolutely essential to making
a good living and to making a good life.

So let me just share a little from that
meeting. Janette Williams told me about her
son, Javon. The Williamses are here with
us somewhere here today—whoops, here
she is over here. Her kid starred on ‘‘60
Minutes,’’ and that says something about
the guy, if you go on that program and
come off in one piece. [Laughter] He must
be doing real well. But here’s what she said,
and this is serious. She said, ‘‘At his old
school that was crowded, he used to get
so bored that he would walk out. And
thanks to the choice program in Milwaukee,
he’s at a new school. He’s not doing those
things anymore. He’s doing his homework;
he’s even helping clean up the classroom

after school. They took the energy and
turned it around.’’

Now, the Governor here, Tommy Thomp-
son, the Governor of Wisconsin, is here with
us today. I’m sorry that Polly Williams,
who’s been at the forefront of the school
choice movement, couldn’t be here, but
she’s at home looking after her mother. I
would salute her values. But we miss her
very, very much. Together, Polly and
Tommy Thompson, the Governor, have
taken the lead in helping parents like Ja-
nette Williams realize her dreams for her
son Javon, creating scholarships for 1,000
Milwaukee children from low-income fami-
lies so that they can attend private schools.
Now, theirs is a bold experiment, to give
low-income families more of the same
choices of schools already available to
wealthier families.

Mike Joyce of the Bradley Foundation
was also in our meeting. And Bradley re-
cently joined with other foundations and
Milwaukee businesses to raise $3 million so
that Milwaukee’s low-income families will
be able to choose their family’s schools, in-
cluding the religious schools. Mike told us
this morning that parents picked up every
one of the 4,500 scholarship applications the
day after the scholarships were announced,
4,500, that fast. And don’t let anybody tell
you that the people of Milwaukee don’t care
about their kids’ education.

No one should underestimate what’s at
stake here. A revolution is underway in Mil-
waukee and across this country, a revolution
to make American schools the best in
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